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Fighting Fit for Family History

 New map shows ‘routes to roots’ in London’s Genealogy Village
Family Historians can boost their fitness on ‘routes to their roots’ with a new map that shows the ways to walk between nine key archive centres in the London Boroughs of Camden and Islington. Amazing archives telling both local and national stories can be found in this compact ’genealogy village’. The map has been produced by a partnership of the archive centres, and it is an invaluable tool for anyone uncovering the lives of their ancestors. The map is part of the national Archive Awareness Campaign www.archiveawareness.com 

Praising the idea of the map, Miriam Margolyes, actress and keen family historian said: 

“At last, something to help us genealogists find our way to the amazing libraries & archives which abound in the area. So badly needed - what took you so long?" she quipped.
Richard Ratcliffe of the Federation of Family History Societies said:
"For someone starting out on their family research, the first point of contact could be an old telephone directory at the BT Archives. Then he or she could start looking for their ancestors' homes on street maps at the London Metropolitan Archives or at Islington Local History Centre. Information from Death Certificates obtained via the Family Records Centre could be matched with Post Office Pension records at the Royal Mail Archive, or with Highgate Cemetery Registers at Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre. 

It's great that there are so many archives just a short walk away from each other. The Family History Map also includes the Society of Genealogists with its unique library and the British Library for India Office records. This part of London is a true hub for Family History research and this map is an excellent aid for researchers unfamiliar with the Islington and Camden area."
Many of these centres have free exhibitions and information sheets to whet your appetite for research. The Family History Map also caters for the travelling genealogist, for whom a single day in the area is not enough. The London School of Economics can provide, in university holiday times, great value accommodation next to the Family Records Centre; and the map gives all the details.

The Camden and Islington Family History Map is completely free and is available at all the partner institutions, and will be at archives around the UK. You can also download it as a pdf file from the London page of the Archive Awareness website http://www.archiveawareness.com/highlights/london/ 

The map has been produced by 8 partner archives with additional financial support from the LSE. The British Library has sponsored a further 100,000 copies of the map for distribution to archives and local studies libraries around the country. Archives, Libraries and Museums London (ALMLondon) also provided a grant as part of the Archive Awareness Campaign 2004.


There are free introductory talks by all the partner archives at the Family Records Centre, London, between November 2004 and February 2005. See www.familyrecords.gov.uk/frc for more information on these events.
Information for editors:

The Camden and Islington Family History Map is a partnership project between The British Library, BT Archives, Camden Local Studies & Archives Centre, the Family Records Centre, Islington Local History Centre, London Metropolitan Archives, The Royal Mail Archive (Postal Heritage Trust), The Society of Genealogists, and The London School of Economics and Political Science.

The British Library gave extra financial support to allow the map to be distributed to local authority archives and local studies libraries throughout England.

The map artwork is available for free to all family history societies and media organisations.

Images are available for this press release – please contact the sender if you would like to be sent any images:

· Family History Map artwork (as a pdf file)

· Photo of Miriam Margolyes

· Photo of Richard Ratcliffe

· Image of family pedigree (coats of arms)

· Images of birth certificate and marriage register entry

· Image of old Clerkenwell map

· Old street photographs of Camden and Islington

· Various old photographs from the partner archives
· Montage of images from the cover of the map leaflet
Information about the partner archives:

The British Library www.bl.uk   
96 Euston Road London NW1 2DB 

The principal resources used for family history are in the India Office Records, for ancestors in British India, and in the newspapers at the Newspaper Library in Colindale. Extensive collections include directories, oral history, pedigrees, maps and patents.
BT Archives www.bt.com/archives
Third Floor Holborn Telephone Exchange 268-270 High Holborn London WC1V 7EE
BT Archives preserves the documentary heritage of BT and its predecessors. A major resource for family historians is the near-complete set of UK telephone directories dating from the first directory produced in 1880 to the present. 

Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre www.camden.gov.uk/localstudies
Holborn Library 32-38 Theobalds Road London WC1X 8PA 

The Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre contains archives, printed material, illustrations and maps about the history of the area from the 17th century until the present day. Sources for family history research include ratebooks, electoral registers, local directories, local newspapers, monumental inscriptions and Highgate Cemetery registers.
Family Records Centre (FRC) www.familyrecords.gov.uk/frc
1 Myddelton Street London EC1R 1UW 

The FRC holds indexes of births, marriages and deaths in England and Wales from1837, census returns for England and Wales (1841-1901), PCC wills and administrations, and other records including death duty registers and non-conformist registers. We provide access to many online resources including the 1901 census, PCC wills, and other family history websites. 
Islington Local History Centre www.islington.gov.uk/libraries
245 St John Street London EC1V 4NB

Family history sources include census returns for Islington & Finsbury (1841-1901), electoral registers (from 1870s onwards), parish registers for St. Mary Islington, ratebooks, maps, photographs and a range of archive and published material. Please book an appointment to visit.
London Metropolitan Archives (LMA) www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/lma 
40 Northampton Road London EC1R 0HB

LMA is the largest local authority record office in the UK, with 55km of records dating back nearly 900 years. LMA has records from the former county councils of London, Middlesex and Greater London. The main sources for family history include registers from over 800 parishes, poor law records and registers of electors; plus maps, plans, prints and photos.
Royal Mail Archive (Postal Heritage Trust) www.royalmail.com/heritage 
Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL

The Royal Mail Archive contains records for the history of The Post Office over four centuries. For family history research the main sources are the appointment books (1734-1774, 1831-1956) and establishment books (1742-1946). There are also records of pensions, postmasters/postmistresses, packet boat agents and captains and many other sources. 
Society of Genealogists www.sog.org.uk
14 Charterhouse Buildings, London EC1M 7BA

The Society has the largest family history Library in the UK. It holds copies of family history sources, finding aids, indexes and unique research materials.  The Library also has free Internet access to some major genealogical websites.  The Society is also proud to boast the largest collection of copies of parish registers in the UK. 

LSE Vacation Accommodation www.lsevacations.co.uk 
Rosebery Hall, 90 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R 4TY

Open to the public for bed and breakfast at Easter, summer and Christmas, Rosebery Hall offers a welcoming atmosphere and friendly service that is superbly located just moments from the Family Records Centre.
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